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goddess of fortune; and the coast of the land-locked sea of
that country} was transformed into one bed of Emerald The
mighty Garuda, the lord of the celestial birds, picked up a few
of the emeralds with his beaks, even from the coast of that
inland sea, but he soon dropped down in a fit of fainting and
all the emeralds were cast forth through the apertures of his
nostrils.

An emerald, possessed of a colour resembling the tint of
the neck of a parrot, or that of a Shirisha flower, or tinged
like the bkde of a green grass or a new grown moss, or glow-
ing with a hue that marks the feathers of a peacock or the
back of a fire-fly, should be deemed as possessed of the virtue
of bringing good luck to its possessor. The country in which
the bile of the lord of the demons dropped down from the
beaks of that dreadful destroyer of the serpents (Garuda),
thus originating the veins of emerald therein, is very difficult
to get at, though' Nature has bestowed her bounties upon it
with the most lavish hand.

An Emerald found in that emerald bed, is endued with the
virtue of neutralising the effects of poisons. Poison, secreted
from the fangs of a Maha-Sarpa (lit: the great serpent,
black cobra ) or incidental to the bite by such a snake, which
baffles the virtues of all medicinal herbs and incantations, is
neutralised by its simple touch. An emerald, not found in
the abovesaid bed, but mined from any other place in the
same country,,is the holiest of the holies.

The geni exj&rts accord the highest praise to an emerald,
which is possessed of a dark green colour, and sheds a soft
glow, "and looks as if "stuffed with powders of gold in the
inside, in company with the one which is Coloured with an
uniform shade of green all through . jts i.body, is heavy in
weight, is devoid of the condfefcfciable traits and shoots
forth rays of effulgence with the tefle<^ion of the sunlight.
An emerald whose inside changes its^Tiatural green thue
and shines with a dazzling light like that of a flash 6^